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A DRAGON BCAT ON THE MIN. 
a (Annual June Regatta at Foochow.) 


“American Board Mission—foochow, China. 
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Editorials. 


The mission schools are becoming more popular 

Crowded thanever. The three colleges for boys in Foochow, 

Schools. and the Y. M. C. A. school are full to overflowing 

and many have bad to be turned away. The boys’ 

days schools of the Foochow Station of the American Board Mis- 

sion show an increase of fifteen per cent over the eurolment of a 
year ago. 


Detailed plans and a course of study have been 

The Union laid out for the new Union Arts College which will 
University in all probability be opened in Foochow next Sep- 
tember. The movement, which has been under way 

for sometime, was given a great impetus by the visit of Dr. John 
¥. Goucher of Baltimore. The plan is to bring together the stu- 
dents of the two upper years of the three colleges in Fooehow and 
others of similar grade now studying in Amoy, Swatow, Hinghwa, 
and Shaowu. The Union Theological, Medica] and Normal schools 
already organized will be affiliated with the arts college thus form- 
ng a Union Christian University. The report of the committee - 
as been received with considerable enthusiasin and there is little 


loubt that it will receive the official approval of all the six mis- 
lons in the province. 


Along -with the movements toward union in 
Union in education there is developing greater cooperation 
Evangelism in evangelism. The Foochow Union Evangelistic — 

Committee has been organized for the purpose of 
ssisting wherever possible the local churches of all denominations 
n Foochow, especially along the lines of Bible study and social 
ervice. Four excutive secretaries are given a large part of their 


‘ 
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time to the work and they will have office headquarters in the Y. 
M. C. A. building in Foochow City. 
The good roads movement has struck Foochow. 
Good Roads Most of the main streets in the City have already 
been widened from three to six feet this year, 
with a promise of better orading in the near future. 

A good road, fifty feet wide, is in process of construction from 
the Water Gate of the City to the River, three miles distance. The 
need for such a road has been felt here for a long time by Chinese 
and foreigners alike. This will greatly facilitate business between 
the city and the river front. Those who frequently go back and 
forth between Nantai and the City will appreciate this road. 

Another similar road from the City to Pagoda Anchorage is 
being planned. Already ten rigkshaws have arrived for use on 


these roads. We hail their coming with joy and hope for the day § a z 


when we can all exchange our sedans for rickshaws. 


The need for more workers is very keenly felt all 

A Call over the Mission. We are praying that the 

For Workers Shaowu station ‘may be reinforced at once. The 

need at Ing Hok is also very urgent. Another 

teacher is needed for Foochow College. A woman physician and 

trained nurse are needed at once for the new woman’s hospital at 

Foochow. Will you not join us in prayer that these places may 
soon be filled by those whom the Lord has called. 


FOOCHOW COLLEGE 1915. 


Foochow College opens this first term of 1915 with an enroll- 
ment of 281. In addition to these there are 86 more in twoafiil- — 
iated schools near by. So the enrollment is really 366. This is | 


the largest in the history of the College. 


The course covers eights years. In the four upper classes | 
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designated as the College, there are 44 students, and 037 j in the 
four lower or Primary classes. 

Tuition is $20 per year mex. The average cost per stadent 
for one year is $35 gold. This does not include clothes and vaca- 
tion expenses. Three orphans are supported entirely by foreign 
funds. Seventy-one other students are helped from $5 gold to 
$30 gold per year, according to their needs. 

There are ninety church members in the school. Only three 
of these are in the new class of fifty that enrolled this term. This 
shows that these boys are almost entirely from non-Christian 
homes. The boys from the lower primary schools of the mission 
mostly entered the two affiliated schools mentioned above. Of the 
44 students in the four higher classes 31 are church members 
and several more are to join before this is printed. 

Foochow College has invested in land and buildings $27,950 
gold, in equipment $4500 gold. The annual budget is $14,000 
mex. or half that in gold. Of this only $1500 comes from foreign 
sources. $11,000 is received yearly from term fees from the stu- 
dents. The above budget includes the salaries of all the Chinese 
teachers and of one foreign teacher, but not the salaries of the 
missionaries who teach. There are eighteen Chinese and two for- 
eign teachers giving full time, and five foreign teachers who give 
from thirty minutes to two hours a day. 


_ In 1914 fifty students united with the church, thirty five go 
regularly to eight different churches to assist in ushering, in the 
church service and in the Sunday School, while about ten more 
teach in the College Sunday School. Thirty volunteers go Sunday 
evening to hold service in homes of church members. Here au- 
diences of from ten to thirty gather to listen to the Truth. The 
College Y. M. C. A. has-just raised $80 toward the expenses of 
keeping open a chapel on a busy street near the College. The 
Preaching will be done by volunteers from the studeut body. 
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Since the term opened Morch 3rd., twenty three have signi- 
fied their desire to become Christians and to unite with the church. 
Eight have volunteered for the ministry and two hundred have 
joined volunteer classes in the Bible and in Social service. Dur- 
ing the winter vacation several of the students went into the coun- 
try for evangelistic meetings. They went in teams of two, one for 
Science lectures and one for Gospel talks. The following are some 
of the reports that come from the missionaries in the places visited. 


“The best equipped tedm went from Foochow College to Sung 
Kau curcuit and their science lectures were on Electricity and 
Chemistry. Big crowds were out in all the places, and the results 
were supprising even to old campaigners.” “I need not tell you 
that the most successful meetings of all were in Sung Kau where 
Li Huong had made long and very thorough preparation. Pra- 


ctically all the gentry of the city participated. The temple was 


crowded and some hundreds were turned away the first session. 


But the interest and enthusiasm continued to the close and the @ 


iecturers were feasted and welcomed all about town. Here a dis- 
conserting opposition sprang up the day before the meetings open- 
ed, but Li Huong writes: ‘After we had all prayed over the 
matter I went to see the Lientenant in command of the troops and 
instead of the reported determined opposition he was very cordial 
and promised us a guard for the evenings about the doors. The 
Opposition and fears of the people were totally reversed and gen- 
try and officials were at our opening service. This truly was of 
God.” 

Lest you should think that alJ the work of the students is 
preaching it may be well be mention that the daily schedule of 
each student calls for five hours in the class room, and that last 


year some thirty five students received an average rank of 907 or 
above. 


W. L. Beard. 
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THE UNION THEOLOGICAL SCHOOL. 


Extracts Fxcm The Rerort For The 1914. 


The Union Theological School has rounded out its third year 
The enrollment at the end of the year was ninety-five students 
Of these, seven students were enrolled in the Collegiate Course 
and eighty-eight were in the non-Collegiate Course. The students 
were divided according to Missions on follows: C. M.S. twenty- 
five; M.E. M. fifty-nine; A. B.C. F. M. eleven. The graduat- 
ing class nnmbered thirteen. 


| , The faculty ccnsisted of twelve members, three missionaries, 
: four Chinese pastors, a teacher of English, two classical teachers, 
a Mandarin teacher and a teacher of Music. Inthe autumn Rev. 
W. A. Main who was President of the School since its organization, 
left for America to take a well earned furlough. Mr. Main did a 
very important work in the organization of the Union School and 
in the early stages of its work. The first year the School enrolled 
sixty-one students; the second year eighty students and the third 
year ninety-five students. Rev. J. B. Eyestone was appointed by 
the Methodist Mission on the faculty of the Union School. At the 
end of the year we lose Rev. John Martin who also has had a large 
share in organizing the Union Theological School, who has served 
as Treasurer and has done faithful work as a member of the faculty. 
His long experience in China and his thorough knowledge of the 
language have enabled him to render a large service to the Union 
f Theological School. Rev. J. B. Carpenter was appointed on the 
faculty to take Mr. Martin’s place. 


During the year a wing was added to the old building which 
enlarges our accommodation. In the new building is a large and 
airy dining room, a chapel, a library and thirty-six living rooms 
for students. This new building has relieved the crowded condi- 
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tion of the school. The new building and its appointments we 
owe to the energy of Rev. W. A. Main. 


We purchased the library of Rev. Uong De Gi. The books 
have been rebound and repaired so as to make them readily acces- 
sible. In their new form they number 3327 volumes. Among 
them are early numbers of Chinese Christian periodicals which 


will be valuable in studying the development of Christianity in 


China. 


During the year all the students had regular appointments in 
the Churches in Foochow and vicinity. In this way they have 
helped in the Church life of Fooghow and have also obtained ex- 
perience which will increase their efficiency after graduation. The 


- students in the Collegiate Course and the seniors of the non-Colle- 


giate Course attended the Training Conference which preceded the 


Foochow Evangelistic Campaign and also took part in the follow- 
up work. 


We are grateful to Dr. W. W. White of the Bible Teacher’s 
Training School for his interest in the School. We acknowledge 
with gratitude his gift of Two Thousand Dollars which enables us 
to carry ov our work in an efficient way. We are also grateful for 


the example which his School sets and which we are trying to fol- 
low as closely as conditions permit. 


Lewis Hodous. 


DEVELOPEMENTS IN INGHOK. 


The Ing Hok station has experienced a most interesting edu- 
cational development during the past few years that has exerted 


a profound influence on the evangelistic work of the station as 
well. 


? 
i} 


(7) 


Ten years ago the Boys’ Boarding School was opened ands 
grew slowly until 1911 when we moved into our new school build- 
ing, the Huntington Memorial, and graduated our first class of 
boys. 

Since then as the members have multiplied and the standard 
of scholarship has risen the School has assumed a commanding 
position without a rival in the district. Last year there were 83 
boys enrolled and 10 teachers employed. 

The moral effect of such a school when contrasted with the 
inefficiency and failure of the government and public schools has 


led to a strong movement toward cooperation. 

Knowing the instability of public sentiment and the cupidity 
of the gentry in general who are anxious to keep the expenditure 
of all money in their own hands we have proceeded cautiously to 
meet such with hearty assent but with pretty rigid requirements 
as to the control of schools and the financial basis. 


Three years ago we received the deeds of a monastery pro- 
perty, the income from which was to be applied through mission 
channels for a public school in the village. 

This is the second year such a school has been run on this 
foundation. The church is striving to so administer this fund that 
the Chinese Community will find they can trust the church as no 
other institution in their midst to give them an honest alministra- . 
tion and adequate returns for their money. “ 

Our second school after a very successful year at the Dai Kau 
chapel was warmly recommended by the inspector of public 
schools as the best public school he has seen, and was consequently 
granted a public subsidy for 1914. 

This is as far as the facts can be reported to date. 

The magistrate has made numerous proposals and on the basis 
of these promises we have this March opened three new schools. 
The local communities have done liberally in planning for these 
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schools but time alone can determine how far the magistrate will 
support them, and what their future will be. 


The enrollment is the largest that we have ever had in Ing- 
Hok. The general public are warmly protesting their support. 


From all appearances we can expect a gradual development 
of the scheme provided the Christian church gives a good account 
of itself as trustee for these schools. 


The whole scheme rests as does all Chinese life on the co- 
operation and assent of the local community, and this to the present 
seems to be increasingly in our favor. — 
_ The ideal which we have publicly been pressing is that while 
the church gives the use of its chapel and the local preacher be- 
ccmes the principal of the school, the local magistrate should fur- 


nish, to the mission, funds for hiring an efficient teacher of English, }§ 


Mathematics, etc., and that with this basis for a school the local 
community be responsible also to us for a third hundred dollars 
with which a suitable Chinese teacher would be secured. 

On this basis the Government, the mission, and the local com- 
munity would each become responsible for approximately one 
hundred dollars and a good school should result. 


It may tuke years to work out but with the present attitude 
of the people it may be accomplished. 


EVANGALISTIC CAMPAIGN AT SHAOWU 


The winter’s work in Shaowu has been increased by the efforts 
that have been made to conserve the results of the Eddy Evange- 
listic campaign. When the meetings closed the last of November, 
we found that nearly four hundred men including some of the boys 
in the Boarding School had signed cards for Bible Study, and one 
hundred and forty three women had done likewise. 
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The men and boys were gathered into large group Bible class- 
es. In the Government Middle School forty boys were enrolled 
in classes which were conducted by two of our Christian young 
men who teach in that school. About the same number of boys 
were enrolled in the government primary school. These classes 
continued until the China New year vacation and have been reor- 
ganized for the spring term in the Middle School, the primary 
school classes having been harder to re-establish. 


A class for members of the gentry enrolled eighteen mem- 
bers with an average attendance of ten or twelve. 

Shaowu, situated as it is on the borders of the province has a 
population of many dialects. Classes were planned to meet these 
needs. A large class of Kiang-si men was formed at the North 
Gate. These men were mostly “small merchants.” Many of them 
returned to their own Province at China New Year, reducing the 
number in the class but taking with them, we trust, a deeper 
knowledge of the Way. | 

The class for men at the South Gate was composed chiefly of 
Shaowu residents and numbered between thirty and forty. 

Outside the East Gate a class of Foochow speaking men was 
organized — a group of five or six, with a much larger group of our 
own Shaowu people. 

The students in the Boys Academy received a new impetus 
in their Bible study. 

So much was accomplished during the meetings and in the 
two months following that the slow re-organization since the hol- 
idays has been disappointing, but the interest awakened by the 
health lectures now being given we trust will be a fresh incentive 
to the organizers as well as to members of the Bible classes. 


The work for women was conducted along different lines. , 
The women of Shaowu are of the bound-footed class and it did not 
seem wise to ask them to try and meet in large groups to study. 
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So after the meetings fifty of our Christian women and girls visit- 
ed in the homes of those who had signed cards, and of many who 
had not, and succeeded in establishing small neighborhood groups. 
Two hundred women have been taught in this way, the teachers 
going to the homes of the women every Tuesday afternoon. As 
the large number of the teachers were girls from the boarding 
school and a few of them from the Woman’s Bible School, the work 
was hindered a bit by the vacation but many of the classes were 
carried on and, at the re-opening of the schools, taken up again 
with renewed vigor and equal success. 

Several afternoon receptions with short gospel talks have been 
held for the women of the classes. The work has been most cor- 
dially welcomed and the women in the classes seem glad and will- 
ing to have the girls and women come. And the benefit to the 
teachers themselves has been equally great. 

The stereopticon lecture on tuberculosis has been given in 
Shaowu eight times, in the churches and in the mission and govern- 
ment schools, with one lecture especially for the women. The at- 
tendance was very good at all the lectures and the people are be- 
ginning to wake up to thedanger. It was interesting to listen to 
the comments of those around one at the lectures and see how 
much they understood. The greater work remains of trying to pub 
into practice the knowledge they have gained. 

One of our out-stations, long Keo, borrowed the slides and the 
lecture was given there a number of times. 


SHAOWU SCHOOLS 


Shaowu is not known as yet as one of the great educational cen- 
ters of China, but Shaowu is very proud of her schools. She re- 
joices in their evangelistic spirit and in the degree of scholarship 
that they have attained. We feel that the educational work of 
Shaowu Station is a very important part of her evangelistic work. 
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This was never more clearly demonstrated than during and follow- 
ing the Eddy Campaign when the pupils and nea of our 
: schools made this big evangelistic effort possible. 
3 And Shaowu boys and girls are proving their worth as teachers 
3 and showing their ability as scholars at home and abroad. The 
; Boys Academy and the Girls Boarding School have not only sup- 
: plied teachers for mission schools of our own Board but for other 
3 missionary societies as well. 
: Two graduates of the Boys Academy are teaching in the Gov- 
ernment Middie School at Shaowu, there are students at the Nan- 
: king Theological Seminary, one in the Hangchow Medical School 
and one is doing post graduate work in Columbia University. 


Three graduates of the Girls Boarding School are students at 
the Woman’s Union Medical College in Peking. 


The Boys Academy has an enrollment this Spring of fifty-five. 
Fourteen are enrolled in the Middle School and forty-one in the 
Higher Primary. The boarding school has no lower primary de- 
partment but a day school which is correlated with it has an en- 
rollment of seventeen boys. At the close of the last school year 
three boys graduated from the higher primary school. This year 
four boys are expected to complete the Middle School Course. 

The Girls Boardiug School graduated eight pupils from the 
higher primary school at the close of the school year. Five of them 
are assisting in the school this year and also continuing their 
Studies, 

In the boarding department this year are enrolled sixty-two 
pupils. Six are in the Middle School, twenty-two in the Higher 
Primary and thirty-four in the Lower Primary. The primary day 
School in connection with the Girls School is very small this year 
on account of the advance being made in Government primary 
schools, but the kindergarten is large and thriving. A new piece 
of property has just been acquired, with two good sized Chinese 
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‘houses and here Miss Bement purposes to establish a Social Settle- 
ment Labratory for the development of the girls as Christian 
workers and for the benefit of the community at large. It also 
houses the kindergarten. The primary day school bnilding is a 
large public ball which is lent to us by the city authorities. 


The Woman’s Bible School bas on enrollment of fourteen 
students this year. One will finish the course in Juue. We are 
fortunate in having a large number of the students this year, for- 
merly students in the Girls School. They are able to do much 
more advanced work than would be possible otherwise. The tea- 
chers in the Bible School are graduates of the Girls Boarding 
school. 

The Training Class for Christian Workers (men) is being 
continued this year in spite of our rapidly decreasing missionary 
force, but the need for such workers is so great that it seemed best 
to keep it up at all costs. There are four men taking the course. 


HAPPENINGS AT DIONGLOH. 


The newly enlarged force at Diongloh have finished one full 
year of service, and, were there time to pause, should stop a bit and 
take account of effort and apparent result, but the most apparent 
result seems to be the opportunity for increased effort. 


The Girls’ School has fifty pupils this year, an increase of 
twelve over last year, and twenty-nine over the year before. The 
‘Woman’s School has twenty-seven, one less than double last year's 
enrollment, and the four primary day-schools in Diongloh have a 
few over a hundred, about the same as a year ago. Miss Blanchard 
has, besides the supervision of these, four teen country day-schools 
and several “station classes”. Song Sing-sang will give a large 
part of his time this year to the work of the country day-schools. 
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The Girls’ School has this year a class of tive in the higher 
primary grade. The dormitories have overflowed into the rooms 
formerly occupied by the foreign teachers. 


In the Woman’s School the self-support idea has proved a 
drawing-card. Eight of the women who are used to the work in 
their home villages are hulling and polishing rice, two are teaching 
half-days, and the rest are sewing enthusiastically. It is doubtful 
if the net profit of their work will pay for the Loard given them 
in retuin for it, but at least the experiment is interesting. 


About eighty of the youngest pupils from the day schools and 
girls’ schools have their own Sabbath morning service. This re- 
lieves the congestion and (partly) the restlessness of the regular 
service and is much enjoyed by the children. 


In the higher grades -- the “Go-deng” of the Boys’ School, 
though not in the lower grades, there is also increased enrollment— 
forty-one as against last year’s thirty. Besides our own church 
constituency, we have a number of boys from the town—chiefly as 
day -pupils—some of them from the best families of this conserva- 


tive old “county-seat”. 


These boys have been attracted form the government schools 
chiefly by the better opportunity for learning English. They are 
ambitious students, courteous and earnest, and it seems very pos- 
sible that some of them will not only accept Christianity but will 
give themselves definitely to the work of the church. 


By careful gradation of those entering last year, we have been 
able to advance seven of the brighter and more mature boys to the 
fourth year’s:work in the Go-deng, so that we now have all four 


years in operation. These seven all express a desire to enter Foo- 
chow College next year. | | : 


The students of the various schools pack the church every 
Sunday, and even during the New Year's vacation we had an at- 
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tendance of overa hundred. The Sunday-School work is hamper- 
ed by the loss of Mr. Ding Goung-gau, whom we have loaned, we 
hope not given permanently, to the general Sunday-School exten- 
sion work of the Mission. We have too few teachers and too lit- 
tle room adequately to handle our large school. 


The number of patients coming to the dispensary, twenty to 
thirty a day, is nearly double that of the corresponding months 
last year, althongh the discouraging feature remains that people 
too often wait until an illness has become hopelessly chronic or 
until the native doctors have failed to help, before resorting to 
foreign medicine. We believe that confidence is growing. 


Some windows and a coat of white paint are making the old 
native building more usable. The little side rooms we are trying 
to make more habitable for in-patients of whom we have had from 
one to three all winter. We have not yet been able to secure land 
for the new dispensary toward which the Sunday-Schools gave 


money a year or two ago. Perhaps by the time we have the land 
we shall be able to build a hospital! | 


We shall hope another year to have more work along the line 
of the stereoptican talk on “Flizs” by Mr. Uong Gang-huo. The 
slides and lecture were of those used by the “Fukien Evangelistic 
Campaign”. The meeting was well attended, and by the represen- 
tative men of the town, who listened attentively. We were dis- 
appointed in not securing the talk on Tuberculosis. 


We hope. too, to be able to secure a good radiopticon, or simi- 
ar machine, of our own for frequent use, and we are already sav- 


ing instructive pictures of every sort for use when we have it—an 
‘expressfon of faith perhaps! 


There are many things we need faith for. Indced, weighing 
our inadequacy against the opportunity, we scarce know whether 
‘to gather more of inspiration or of discouragement from the widen- 
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ing scope of Our work. How much less than enough ean we do for 
the few hundred regularly in our schools and churches, still les¢ 
for the several thousand more who drop in occasionally, or who 
spend a few minutes in the dispensary, and yet our slightest con- 
tact extends probably only to one in a hundred of this populous 
district. 


SHAOWU NOTES 


Rev. E. D. and Mrs. Kellogg, and two children left Shaowe 
April 19th for Foochow en route to America for furlouga. Their 
furlough is granted a year early on account of the recent severe 


- illnesses of both their children. Mrs. E. L. Bliss and three child- 


ren left for America at the same time in order that Mrs. Bliss 
might have special medical care. Dr. Bliss accompanied the party 
as far as Shanghai but will return to the work at Shaowu for an- 
other year. With Dr. and Miss Walker absent on furlough Shaowuw 
station is left with only half its force on the field. The station is 
urging the call for more workers. 


Preacher U ong-Fung-Siang, who has been working in the 
Shaowu field for nearly twenty years, died at his charge at Uan- 
on-tsai in February, from tuberculosis. 


The church at Sen Kian has just erected a fine new brick 
building. 


Dr. and Miss Walker have been resting the past months at 
Battle Creek, Michigan. 


Help us put Shaowu on your missionary map. 
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Shaowu Station has suffered the loss of Pastor Iau, who was 
the first ordained Chinese pastor in the Shaowu field. He died 
December 27th. — and was buried Dec. 29th. His funeral was 
the largest ever held in Shaowu and the services were conducted 
in the East Gate chureh of which he had so long been pastor 
This is the mother church of Shaowu. Pastor Iau’s death occured 


at the close of the special meetings that were being conducted by | 


Pastor Ding Li Mei, so that nearly all the preachers and evan- 


gelists of the field were in Shaowu at the time, and were able to 


pay their tributes to the respect and love in which Pastor Iau 
was held. | 


Pastor Iau was sixty-seven years old but had been an inva- 
lid for eight years or more and for the last few years not able to 
leave his couch. He has been assisted in his pastoral work by a 
nephew, and his son Ephraim. 


Four of Pastor Iau’s ten children were away from home at 
the time of his déath, one son studying medicine at Hankow, a 


daughter in the Union Medical School at Peking and two sons in 
the naval school at Pagoda Anchorage. 


FIRST IMPRESSIONS. 


How the impressions ran riot in my mind during that trip 
from the launch landing to the City!’ Many new ones have come 
since then but there are a few that can never be crowded out of 
my mind. It was the first sight of real unadulterated Oriental 


life, such as [ have later found that Foochow is abundantly able to 
provide. 


_ As we started from the Bund I was thinking how out of the 
way it was with only the narrowest of alleys to go through and I 
consoled myself with the thought that soon we would ve out on 
the streets. As we went along climbing stairs and going down 
again, escaping numberless collissions by what seemed hairs 
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breadths I began to wonder where the real streets were. At every 
corner J was ready to welcome one but there was nothing to wel- 
come but the same narrow alley filled: to overflowing with people. 
Then it finally dawned on me that these alleys were the streets and 


I had learned my first lesson in Foochow geography. As we went 
thiough these stieets what a pressed-in feeling they gave. There 


was no room anywhere, not even overhead, for the roofs and sign 
boards shut out the sky from view and seemed in imminent dan- 
ger of falling on one’s head. And what looking houses! I won- 
dered if it was possible for an American to live in sucha place. The 
longer we went the stronger grew this feeling until we came thru 


the gate into the compound. I could hardly believe my eyes. 
There was actually grass and trees growing, and the houses were 


large and didn’t have to be wedged tight together to keep each 
other from falling down. [ almost thought that I was dreaming 
until I heard the firecracker welcome. For a person who likes 
happy surprises [ know nothing that can equal a trip from the 
south Side to the City compound. 
My first and very early introduction to the work of the Mis- 
sion was the annual meeting of the native churches and the im- 
pressions of that as are typical of those of the other work. I must 
confess that my previous ideas of the work must have been very 
poor for I did not realize the extent to which it was a native-man- 
ned movement. As I had interpreted to me the reports that the 
preachers gave that night I had a new conception of the responsi- 
bility that is carried by the native leaders and the work of the 
foreigner in training these men for their responsibility. It gave 
the two-fold impression of the necessity for the foreigner to make 
the training of the native Jeaders his big work, and of the acceptance 
by the Chinese that theirs is the work and the responsibility for 
the evangelization of China. Harold B. Belcher. 
fp. S. Late improvements have almost brought some of the 
streets out of my category of alleys into that of 1eal streets. 
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AN IMPRESSIVE SERVICE 


We had a most unigue service at Tai Bing Ga Sunday morn- 
ing May 23rd. Mr. Lau Buo Ka united with the church and two 
little boys, brothers, were baptized. There is nothing startling 
about that bare fact, but the circumstances make it the most unique 
service ever held in a Foochow church. The church is packed as 
usual. Among the women sits a field woman, with large pins in 
her hair, without stockings and illiterate. By her-side are her two 
little boys aged six and eight years. The father has been in For- 
mosa for two or more years. Last year the elder boy was taken 
very ill. They said he hada devil. For days he was unconscious, 
lying with his eyes closed and from time to time uttering inco- 
herent sounds. ‘The mother tried all the charms she knew of and 
heaped the votive offerings to thé spirits very high, but the little 
boy continued to lie in a stupor with eyes closed and mumbling 
incoherent sentences. Since the illness began he had neither 


taken food nor recognized anyone. In desperatition she at last 
went to a relative who had been a Christian for many years. She 
said, 

“Can your religion do anything for my little boy?” 

“We Christians know of only one method. We pray to God.” 

“Will you pray for my little son?” 

“Yes but you must pray with me. Will ycu do that?” 

“Certainly I will.” 

The boy had been placed on the floor ready to die. As the 
two prayed he opened his eyes and for the first time since he was 
taken ill said, “Mother I want adrink of tea.” From that moment 
he began to mend and is now a strong healthy boy. The mother 
is a regular attendant at church altho it requires a full hour’s 
walk, and the two little boys aged six and eight years are always 
with her. Today she brought these two little boys to be baptized. 


She pledges to teach them to love Jesus and grow up into Christ- 
jan men. 
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While this is being done Mr. Lau is sitting in the seat of honor 
among the men waiting to receive baptism and unite with the 
church. The contrast is great. Mr. Lau is the leading citizen of 
Foochow. He is the Salt Commissioner for Fukien Province. 
The Civil and Military Governors are higher positions but they 
must be held by men from outside the province, and Mr. Lau is 
independent of them. By his integrity and ability he has risen to 
the highest position possible for him in the province. He is also 
the Commissioner of Finance in the province, and a leader in alf 
the reforms now under way such as the new park, the new boule- 
vard and the widening of the streets. President Yuan ealls him 
to Peking for consultation. 

Last fall when Mr. Sherwood Eddy was here this man an- 
nounced publicly that he had decided to unite with the churele 
He has been constant in his purpose. Friends in other parts of 
China have written him bitterly denouncing his stand, and others 
friends in Foochow have urged him to recant, not to go back on 
his ancestral religion and not to renounce Confuciaaism. In talk- 
ing with him regarding uniting with the church he made this 
noteworthy remark: “I hope by uniting with the church to lead 
the way for others of the official and gentry classes also to join. 
There are many of these who believe but they are afraid to take 


the stand.” 
By the time this Messenger arrives in America, Mr. and Mrs. 


Kellogg, Mr. and Mrs. Beach, Mrs. Bliss and children, Miss Garret~ 
tson, and Miss Chittenden will have arrived on their furloughs. 


The Misses Hartwell, Wiley and Deah! have moved into their 
new house near the Water Gate. Their former house has been 
repaired and is now being occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Belcher. 
The cornor stone of the new Peace Street Church will be laid 
on June 10. 
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. SOME MISSIONARY STATISTICS OF FUKIEN PROVINCE. 
Nearly all the protestant work in this‘ province is carried on by six missions, three American 


aud three English. Among the statistics for 1914 are found the following: 


Name of Mission Number of =. .Chinzse Communicants Total Christian 
Foreign Missionaries Workers Constituency 
American Board 50 159 — 2761 8842 
Methodist Episcopal 105 568 13806 49715 
Church of England 149 620 4789 12112 
English Presbyterian 37 95 2507 5284 
Reformed Church in America 22 206 1947 4059 
London Mission 20 137 3309 5941 
Total 483 1784 29119 85953 


The total Christian community, which is perhaps the largest of that of any province in the 
country, is only about one half of one per cent of the populatiou. 2038 persons were admitted 
into full church membership during the year, and the Chinese contributions for church purposes 


amounted to $113, 152 mexican 
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